* 
oak . 
Te; 


” 3 by 1 
* — 8 * "et 5 5 . 
N 1 2 5 , Ling . \ po : : 2 5 
. * "= * od 2 KG 8 i 
1 * » . # - p * - a 
1 F* - py "2 „ 2 
” 1 4 1 
= * 7 o . . 5 — 
* * * 5 
1. 7 * 
% * 
* + 7 * - - 1 * Wiz 1 — 
* LY * 4 4 w . * 
— * * 2 7 
, , 
. . 5 — 
oF 5 1 8 
% z * 5 an 8 , . 
* . £ 78 2 0 
& % 4 * * 
3 4 X wa — 7 9 -. g 
- s * — » — : 2 2 
5 92 4 ” % 
«AF f — . 85 , &o 
Z's *27 * ” 4 
* þ - % * 5 — 
* » , 7 0 - : 7 « 
Fa . ** 2 * : — 
4 8 1 2 "1 ; 2 3 
4 * * > * 2 J N 7 
1 5 £ * « 2 5 
- 4 * * - 
2 3 * 4 1 . yy ? : g A 
+ x . 2 8 4 
1 — * y 0 3 * F - » < N * 
P * 8 — % 
o N 4 PR 1 ” " 
k - 7 . - 
4 * Wa . oy 2 
% * *. — . 4 * * 
- ” . 4 ON 
—_— * 3 8 * * 2 4 * 
i e LL "ot 
x Wo F 4 
1 p Fo 1 wv, 
” P — 2 7 
0 1 - ” 
3 * EY a 
- 7 "I - = Wo Ll — # 
a ot. 4 & "a 2 4 
r 0 


” 


ATERIAL and 


” _ . . ” 


„„ e , 
ON THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, 
. TWO-BOOKS..: „„ 
: . Methinks, 1 diſcern. et admirable Properties in the hou?! 'Tis certainly the beſt material 
Emblem of the Creator, There is more of GOD in its Luſtre, Energy and Uſefulneſs, than in an 
bother vitble Being. Nor does any Compariſon in the whole Book of ſacred Wiſdom, pleaſe me more, 5 
tban that which reſembles the bleſſed JESUS to yonder Regent of the Day, who now advances id 


azure Road, to ſcatter Light and diſpenſe Gladneſs through the Nations.“ | DEE ORR 
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1 HE Birth of Chrift was an event of ſuch univerſal importance, and a ſource 
of ſo many ineſtimable bleſſings and advantages to mankind, that the humbleſt 
attempt to celebrate it, can hardly fail to be, in ſome meaſure, intereſting, and 


conſequently will ſtand in need of little apology. 


bk may be, however, proper to premiſe a few particulars which contributed to 


give riſe to the following Work. At that ſeaſon of Life *, when the imagination is 
uſually moſt warm and active, and the mind moſt ſuſceptible of lively impreſſions, 


the Author was employed in writing, as a School-exerciſe, an Eſſay “ on the 
Benefit of Chriſt's Manifeſtacion,” and became ſo much impreſſed with the ſub- 
lime and animated ſtyle in which it is deſcribed by the Prophets and Evangeliſts, 
that he conceived an intention of writing a Poem on the ſubject. He has often 
ſince, thought, how applicable that humane expoſtulation of Eneas would have 
been on this occaſion | - 
« Quo moriture ruis ? majoraque viribus audes ? 

Fallit te ineautum pietas tua.“ | | „ 

But ſuch was his enthuſiaſtic admiration of the ſubject, and ſuch the temerity of 
youthful genius, that he reſolved on the attempt. 8 


| What ſpecies of Poetry to adopt, was both a difficult and diſcouraging circum- 
ſtance, To attempt either the Lyric, Epic, or Paſtoral kind, would be equally 


fruitleſs, as it would be preſumptuous. Every ornamental decoration of the former, 


as well as all the chaſter embelliſhments of the latter, he ſa had been already ex- 
hauſted, - the one by the ſublimeſt + genius, the other by the moſt correct . that 


ever any Age or Country could boaſt. He therefore gave the preference to a ſort 


of middle ſpecies, conſiſting partly of the deſcriptive, and partly of the dofrinal ; 


and, in order to place the ſubject in a new (he wiſhes he could add, an advan- 


tageous) Light, has undertaken, as far as the parallel would properly hold, 
to draw a compariſon between the appearance of Meſſiah, or the riſing of the 


Sum or RichTEOUsN E88 (as the Prophet F ſtyles him) and that of the material N 


® At the time here alluded to, when the following Poem was firſt written, the Author had not 
compleated his eighteenth year, | SY 


1 Pope. 5 Mal. iv. 2. 


+ Milton. 
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ſun,—and to elucidate the effects of the one on the intell: Etual world, or mind af, 
$ | Man, by thoſe of the eber produced on the ſeveral parts of Nature, l his eircun- 
=. | ſtance, which is frequently luggeſted by the Inſpired Writers, conſtitut tes the | prin- , 
| | Cipal and leading feature of the Poem, particularly in the firſt Book; and, though. 
in the ſecond, which relates, chiefly, to the happineſs of Meſſiah's Kingdom, it has 
been found, in a manner, neceſſary to depart from the ſtrict comparative form, yet 
the author has endeavoured, by occaſional Felcreners and allulions, to Er. this 
| original Idea through the whole. | | 


Thus much the aber has 8 neceſſary to obſerve on the nature and de» 

ſign of this little performance: with reſpect io its merit, he leaves it to the Public 

(whoſe undoubted province it is to determine as they ſhall think proper. He can- 

not, however, diſmiis it with that complacent indifference which ſome Writers 
oſtentatiouſiy affect. If he is not buoyed up with the laudum arrecta cupido 

| which the conſciouſneſs of commanding abilicies may inſpire, be affects not that 

: havghty independence which it ſometimes aſſumes; and hopes it will not be deem- 

| ed too great preſumption in him to lay. nec laude amor nec gloria ceſſit. I hough 

he is aware it would be imprudentſto indulge any degree of confidence in the ſuc- 

cefs of an unpatroniſed and anonymous Poem, yet he is ready to acknowledge, 

that he has been anxious to render it, at leaſt, as little exceptionable as the ſlender 

ſhare of Judgment that has fallen to his lot, and the uſual excentricity of juvenile 
compoſitiea would admit. He has always conſidered. Fame in the ſame light as the 

favour of Superiors, —too deſirable to be treated with N and t too precart- 


ous to be * relied on. 


With that ſolicitude, therefore, which ir would be equally unnatural and un- 
reaſonable to deny, he reſpectfully awaits the Judgment of the Public, — perſuaded | 
bY thac the Intelligent. Candid, and Impartial will, ſooner or later, paſs on it that 
WE... ſentence which it deſerves, —and totally TIT to what thole of an oppoſite 


3 : detcription may or can ſay. 
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ON THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, 


IN TWO BOOKS. | "NO 
— — — ——_——_——— "RE 
BOOK . | 
Aurora interea mif ris mortalibus almaw - | 
Extulc:iat Luc nn | 
. : Vi Bo En. Lib. XI. V. 182. 


. 


2 propoſed — Invocation of the Muſe —View of the ks World at midnichs, 
compared with the darkneſs prevailing in the intellectua ! World previous to the Cbriſ- 
tian Era. Sun riſing, true emblem of Tas Sun or RicaTEousntss in the Birth | 
of Chriſt. Particular circumſtances of that Event deſcribed. —T he expediency of our | 
Lord's mcarnation, phyſically accounted for, from the peculiar condition of human Na- 


ture, — ſupported, hiſtorically, by the conſent of ancient Nations, and uuſtrated by a : 


fimile.— Chriſtianity, allegorically repreſented by Lig bt, or the ſolar rays, ſur mounting, | 
by degrees, the obſtacles of prejudice, with which it is ſurrounded, promotes, in its pro- 
 greſs, every ſocial and moral Virtue, and, at length, acquires ſuch ſtrength ana efficacy 
a, to defeat the power both of actual and ſpiritual Evil, —and to baniſh Error and 
Superſtition from the World. Ob ſer vation on its forcible and penetrating ſpirit, — Con- 
ciſe view of its dotirines, —The Paſtoral character confidered.—T be rancour and ani- 
moſity of modern controvertialiſts, contraſted with the meekneſs and benevolence of | 
. Chriſt. — His extraordinar fidelity to brs Church, and Love to Mankmd, in conſtantly 
endeavour ing to promote their ana n. down bis aw lo procure their 
falvalion. 9 5 5 | 


wy | | O R, 


ANATOLE 


A CONTEMPLATIVE VIEW, & 


BOOK I. 
ſs | O F that pure Sun which, e'er ſince time has been, 
% The World enlighten'd, tho himſelf unſeen (a), 


And viſibly in Bethlehem roſe,—I fing— 

Of Light, and Life and Truth th* eternal ſpring; 

And fain his gracious energy would ſhew 1 1 
By Phœbus influence here on things below. 


When, now, the radiant Monarch of the day, 
O'er Weſtern hills has ſhot his parting ray, 
And haſtes, as here ſucceeds alternate night, 


To bear to other worlds expected light; 
While buſy Life has, now, its cares reſign d, 5 
And contemplation wakens in the mind: 
(a) John i. 1. 4. 
B 40 


10 


In 


. 8 
In this thine own calm hour, URANIA, Aan ; 
T. idſpire my bold, tho* yet, untutor'd rein,” 2 3 
And teach me how I may thoſe ſcenes explore 
Which F ancy views, tho' Phoebus lights no more. 

Thou, tho' thou flie'ſt proud Folly on a throne, 

Their humbleſt Lays wilt not diſdain to own 
Who thirſt for knowledge, and with heart ſincere, 
Implore thy teaching, and thy truths revere.  - 


Deign then my ſoul to fill, (as gloomy night 
Obſcures the eye of Senſe)—with mental light: 
Nor let me, whilſt I trace the ſacred theme 
Of Light divine, &er: want its cheering beam. 
So, ſhould the ſolar orb no more return, . 25 
Nor through the Heav'ns one glimm' ring lamp ſhould "wr. 

I ſhall, illum'd by thy celeſtial ray, 

Nor abſent feel, nor mourn the loſs of day. 


Tis midnight deep: ;—o'er all the vacant plains 
Thick darkneſs fits, and awful ſtilneſs _  -..-- 30 
The feather'd ſongſters of the grove no more | 
Chant in ſhrill ſtrains their am'rous ditties o'er; 
But cold and ſhiv'ring on ſome friendly ſpray, 


In filence paſs the cheerleſs hours away.— 


Nor voice nor ſound ckuctes, but where alone 5 4% 


The diſtant cataract's hoarſe and hollow moan 


| Echoing 


Lol — CONTEMPLATIVE: VIEW, Le. 
" Echoing provokes the wakeful houſe-dog's bark, 


While faithful to his charge, amid the dark, 
He views the gliding moon with jealous eye, 


And growls at his own ſhadow ſitting by. 
Or when from dreary yew, or mould'ring tow'r 


With awful Ivy hung, or duſky bow'r, 


The wailing owl, that ceaſeleſs all night long, 
| Shrieks on the gloom, and plies her hideous ſong. 
Or pauſing oft, where glides the lonely flood | 


In peaceful murmers to the pendent wood, 
With many a ſoothing, many a plaintive ſtrain, 
Her young ſweet Philomel laments in vain. 

All elſe is filence ſolemn and profound, 


Whilſt Melancholy ſpreads her horrors round. 


Creation ſlumbers; Nature's ſelf oppreſs d 


With long- exerted effort ſinks to reſt, 


And nodding o'er her children ſeems to ſhare 


One common influence, and forget her care. 


Thus far this gloomy ſtate of things is good, 
And Nature's always right, if underſtood. 


But, fay, ſhould darkneſs conſtantly remain, 
And morning fail to bleſs the world again— 
Alarming thought! what horrors muſt enſue! 


What dreadful chaos would commence anew ! 
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ANATOLE 


All © We nature taught by uſe would riſe, 
But caſt around in vain their wond ring . þ 
In vain expect the horizontal ray, . ä 
That ſhooting forward tells th' approach of . ty 
No light is ſeen, but what ſome twinkling ſtar r 0 65 
Emits in feeble glimm' rings from afar, 
Which faintly ſtruggling through the gloom immenſe, 
Scarce meets the eye, and only mocks the ſenſe. | 
The various bleſſings Nature, at her birth, | 
With lib'ral hand diſpenſing o'er the Earth, 70 
Prepar' d for man, and ſeen in fay'ring day, . 
Now, mix'd with Ills, in dire confuſion lay: 
Poiſons and death with health, and wrong with right, | ; 
Till life becomes a curſe through want of light. | 
Reflecting man, — each view, each meaſure croſõ d e 14 
Each ſenſe confus d, each thought 1 in terror loſt, — 
While diſmal darkneſs reigns from pole to pole, | 
And gath'ring horrors freeze his inmoſt ſoul, 
With Hope's expiring accent rends the air, 
And, ſinking, graſps the earth, in dumb deſpair 80 
While, from the tow'ring Precipice's brow, 
That frowns tremendous on the vale below, | 
Utter'd by Night's foul demon to the gale, 
Sad ſighs and woeful ſounds the ear aſſail,— 


Lab'ring | 


19 A CONTEMPLATIVE VIEW, ve. 


Lab! ring acroſs the gloom, with rightful note, 
Portentous owls and boding ravens float; | 

| Bats flit abroad, wolves howl, and ſpectres glare, 
And dreadful figures pals along the air! 

The ſavage monſters of the forelt riſe, 

While ſhrieks and roarings rend tir unfriendly ſkies, 

Unſeen, in blood and havock work their way, 
And all creation falls an helpleſs prey :— 

From apprehended IIls, the feeble run 

To hop'd-for refuge, and are there undone ; 

Each preys on other, rank and order fall, 

And deſolating darkneſs buries all, 


Thus ſunk, oerturn'd , the moral world, when man 
From virtue ſwerving, Sin's dark courſe began ; 
Since fell ambition firſt his mind inflam'd 
T' exceed the bounds by Truth and Nature fram'd, 
To climb by force into the bleſt abodes, 

And falſely claim the privilege of Gods, — 

O ſacrilegious act! O vain purſuit! 

O fatal longing for forbidden fruit! 

Curs'd acquiſition, overweigh'd with coſt! 57 
Light, Health, Peace, Heav'n and Happineſs are loſt, 

What deep depravity, what ills obtain'd ; 


What mental darkneſs, and what errors reign'd, 


go 


95 


100 


105 


What 


aN AT OTA 


wg 


EE: What ſuperſtitions, groſs Idolatries;'/ 
Abominable rites, - and blaſphemies, 


W hat dire effects, what horrors mult have been. 
A world enſlav d to ignorance and ſin! 

Of truth in ſearch, the Mind benighted roves 
Through caves romantic, and enchanted groves, 
In every ſhade, in each ſequeſter'd bow'r, . FO; 415 
Of fancy d Deity invokes the pow'r: | 
Or thence, by gloomi er ſuperſtition led, 

Deſcends to aſk inſtruction from the Dead.— 


| Depray'd her taſte, her reaſon laid aſide ; 

Her ſtandard ſenſe, and Fancy for her guide, 
She reſts (from maxims falfly underſtood) | 120 
On Pheaſure's ſlipp'ry baſe her higheſt good, 
Or deems it, elſe f, as temper cools, to be 
Seated in Thought, or tranquil Apathy. 
Erring, _ blind to Nature's ſecret Laws, 

She ſees th' effect, but miſconceives the Cauſe, £ 125 

Thence frames the great ErERN NAT Mind unknown, — 


A frail fictitious idol of her own, 


| + Amidſt an almoſt infinite number of erroneous Opinions which Philoſophy, unaſſiſted by Revelation, 
had formed concerning the ſummum bonum, or Man's chiefeſt Good, the Epicurean Docttines maintained 
that it conſiſted in * Zeno and his followers contended for a total annihilation of the 


# 


paſſions. 


_ off 


* I. A CONTEMPLATIVE VIEW, be. nm 
Of matter form'd, and, thwarting Nature's plan, 
In God ſuppoſes what ſhe ſees in man: 


* Fills him with paſſions, —anger, hope and fear, | 130 
Now kindly good, now cruelly ſevere, 
Intemp'rate, vicious, partial, proud, unjuſt, 
With rage tranſported, or diſloly'd with luſt ; 
Threat'ning with fate the univerſal frame, | 
Till blood or beauty ſoothe the ſenſual flame. 135 


—— — 


As Fancy's vague illuſions cheat the mind, 
Or ſuperſtitious fears her Reaſon blind, 
She oft perceives (an awful cloud his form, 
His voice the thunder, and his wrath the ſtorm!) — 140 
The Godhead beam in Cynthia's filver rays, 
And flame effulgent in the ſolar blaze; 
With ſov'reign pow'r all Nature's works pervade, 
- And guide each atom which himſelf had made: 
Or chang'd, as various paſſions riſe or fall, 145 
Believes him nothing, or believes him all, 
And, doubting, oft, Jehovah's pow'r on high, 
Worſhips, on Earth, a ſerpent or a fly f. 


ned + So univerſally prevalent were Ignorance and Superſtition, till the Light of the Goſpel had beamed 


upon the World, that there was ſcarce any Creature, or even Quality, with which che Human Mind was 
| F 2cquainted, but became, in ſome period, and in ſome country or. another, an object of its adoration, and 
was com plimented with divine honours. 


Deep 


. —— ͤ 2 
* 


A N A T O L E: or, 


Deep plung d in error, thus, on earthly Joy, x. A 


' Muſt Souls enſlaw'd their fallen Pow'rs employ ; | 


Of innocence depriv'd, with guilt o'er-run, ' 
By pleafure poiſon'd, and debauch undone, 


Grov'ling had fought for happineſs in vain, 


And ſunk in darkneſs, mifery and pain, 


Had not © or RicuTEousNEss THE SUN” BENIGN = 
(Efflux of God-like pow'r and love divine!) 


His glorious Lamp held forth, and ſhewn the way 
To realms of blifs, and everlaſting Day, 
That knows no night, no changes and no ſhade, 


Like theſe which our material world invade, — 


Obſtructing Life's purſuits, and burying deep 


The works and thoughts of man in death-like ſleep. 


But ſce! delightful change, the darkneſs clears, 


And o'er th' horizon's verge meek morn appears 


With roſy Reps advancing: in her way, Die 
She ſtreaks the Heav'ns with Light, and uſhers day. 


The diſtant portals of the Eaſt unfold 


With crimſon drap'ry hung, and fring d with gold. 
Behold! the mighty Champion of the ſkies 


In fulleſt blaze of Majeſty ariſe ; 


The lucid chambers of the deep forſake, 
And up the ſteep of Heav'n his journey take. 
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His bounding ſteeds, with fierce impatient forces £7 4 


Aſcend amain, and triumph in their courſe, 
While gilded clouds withdraw on ev'ry fide 
And ſtreams of glory iſſue far and wide. 
His genial beams in ſpeedreſt motion hurl'd, 


Diſpenſing light and comfort through the World, 
The ſlacken d ſprings of action touch, and give 


| Supplies of vigour round to all that live. 
All Nature owns his kind reviving pow'T, 


And fragrant incenſe breathes from ev'ry flow'r. 


Each gilded mountain, each enamel'd field 
And ſpan gled buſh ambroſial odours yield; 
Warm ſteaming fountains liquid ſtores exhale, 
And curling ſmoaks aſcend from ev'ry vale. 
The joyous lark in ſoaring raptures ſings, 
Whilſt all the concert of the woodland rings: 
Hill, vale, grove, foreſt, —every ſcene looks gay, 
And all creation ſmiles beneath his ray. 


Awaking man his profper'd labour views 
Delighted, and his daily taſk renews; - 
Haſtes, as with ſpeed the radiant orb rolls on, 

1 improve its bleſſings ſhortly to be gone: 


For ſoon, when kindled to meridian blaze, 


It wants, *till night abſorhs its fick ning rays.. 
C 
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But lo! to chear thoſe realms where mental ſhade, 


Where anxious doubt, and dark deſpair pervade ; | 
Where gloomy fear his tyrant empire holds, 


The glorious * Day-ſpring from on high unfolds, 


Marking the progreſs of that myſtic ſtar 9 . 
Of Jacob nam d, as erſt deſcri'd afar, . 
When Time's vaſt tract the Syrian Prophet view'd, 
And Ifrael's line of future Kings purſu'd. 

His morn auſpicious ,—his ſtupendous birth 

The Heav'ns aſtoniſh, while they bleſs the earth. 
Regarding Angels, leaning from on high, | 
The ſacred wonder view with curious eye; | 
And, ſtruck with dee} p ſurpriſe, admire it more 
Than all the mighty works perform'd before : 


When firſt Omnipotence gave matter birth, 


And call'd the beauties of creation forth; | 
Drew light from darkneſs, fix'd each diſtant pole, 


And bade thus worlds on worlds in endleſs order roll. 


Behold ! where Rome's Imperial Sons command 
The fertile regions of the promis d Land: 
Where partial Heay'ns diſtilld ambroſial dew, 


Where choiceſt fruits, and richeſt harveſts grew; 


(e) Num. xxĩv. 17. 
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oon 1. A CONTEMPLATIVE VIEW, ke. 


Their boaſted flowing tides 0 er ſands of gold, — 
In Bethlehem, —while th' unheeding Sons of Men 
In homage to an earthly prince, convene.— 
Of Virgin meek, unnotic'd, and forlorn, 
The Prince of Light and Peace obſcurely born !--= 
Amid the glare of worldly pomp forgot; 
Of human-kind deny'd the humbleſt lot, 
With milder brutes his Infant-head lay down, | 
A ſtall his cradle, and a crib his crown ! 
While radiant Seraphs loud Hoſannahs ſing 
Whilſt all the ſtars in acclamations ring (d), 
And ſounds melodious ; planets liſt'ning gaze 
The morning long delay d in ſeeming maze. 
"Till eaſtward far, where Wiſdom fix'd her ſeat, 
Illum'd the Meek, and dignify'd the Great, 
What time her ſons with love of Truth inſpir'd, 
From cares detatch'd, and from the world retir'd, 
Peruſe the ſkies, in Night's ſedater hours, 
And hold high converſe with celeſtial Pow'rs, 
The grand * Phenomenon with joy they view' d, 
Diſcern'd its import, and its light purſu'd, 


(d) Job xxxviii. 7. 


To heighten the Prodigy which accompanied the Birth of Chriſt, hs Author has preſumed, under 
the ſanction of Poetic Licence, to repreſent the Eaſtern Magi as being appriſed of that wonderfal event by 
an unuſual appearance in the whole planetary ſyſtem, and not fimply by that of a ſtar, as the Evangeliſt 
deſcribes it. — This, however, he truſts, will be conſidered as merely an hyperbole, and not as the effect 


either of inadvertence, or of any intention to miſrepreſent the fac. 


C 2 


Where clouds dropp'd fatneſs © milk and honey roll'd 
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To where, (as Heay'n the myſw ry ſtill diſclosd,) 

The Infant-ruler of the world repos d * 

There mid the tumult of terreſtrial ſtrife, | 

The pemp of Empire, and the cares of Lil, bis 245 
They ſaw in human ſhape, from ſecond birth, 
Bleſt ſight! TH ETERNAL SON OF God, on EAR TR, 

Hrs RIGHTEOUS COURSE BEGIN,—With ſacred awe 

And grateful joy the wond'rous ſcene they ſaw ; 

Low reverent homage paid th incarnate God, 250 
And deck'd with richelt gitts th obſure abode,— 0 
Nature, to welcome her celeſtial gueſt, 

In winter's robe of pureſt white expreſs, 5 

2.5 Beſpeaks his peaceful reign, which yet ſhall know 

A pureneſs chaſter than her virgin nor. 2 53 


No ſudden glare o'erwhelms th* aſtoniſh'd ſight, 
Nor inundation drowns the world with light: 
By fit degrees, as man's perception clears, | 
His glory brightens, and his pow'r appears, En 


| „ See Matt. ii. 2. 11. 

+ The Author having, early, entertained a partiality to the dreary grandſeur of winter 8 partĩ- 
cularly that of ſnow, could not refrain indulging himſelf in a ſhort digte ſſion upon the ſubject.— Nor does 
he apprehend it can be deemed unnatoral, (though certainly not eſſential to the Poem ; ;) as that ſeaſon 
of the year in which we commemorate our Lord's Nativity, is almoſt ag ed in this country, marked 
with ſnow, and not unfrequently in Paleſtine. 

See HarMeR's Obſerv. on the Weather in jadea. 
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2 


5 Unfolding gradual; what, at once to ew, 


For heavnly objecto, view'd by mortal eyes, 
When veird. or repreſented in diſguiſe, 

Are better ſeen than if, with copious rays, | 
DivmiTy ruſh'd on us in a blaze. 

We then, o'erpower'd the organ ſoon ſhould fd. 
Convey transform'd the figure to the mind, 
Which thence aſtoniſh'd and confus d. no more 
Adjuſts and forms the i Image as before, 

But ſome faint ſtrokes, in wild diforder croſ#d, 
The leſs compleat becauſe beheld the moſt, tf 
And thro' too much tranſcendent brightneſs loſt. 
: Thus Pagan Jove, ſo ancient fame has told. 
When erſt implor d his glory to unfold, 
Clad in full ſplendor of celeſtial licht, 


Thus, too, when Phcebus, with exceſſive rays | 
Pours the bright deluge of meridian day, 3 
Beneath th' o erwhelming blaze all nature pines, 
And the charg d eye the dazzling fi ght declines. 
For ſenſe too ſtrong, for fancy too refin 'd, 
Pure ſpirit ſcapes th Ideas of Mankind; 
But, through the medium of a body ſhewn, 
5 They ſcan, in part, its nature by their own. 
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Too vaſt, too bright had prov d for ſenſe belo r. 
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Oerwhelm d th' aſtoniſh'd mortal with the fight! „ 
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Nor leſſens Dignity that condeſcends, . 5 
By humbleſt means t effect the nobleſt ends, 1 5 
But greater grows; - to grandeur goodneſs Joins, - 
And all the God in full perfection ſhines : d- 

What thought ſuppos'd him, now deſerib'd by fact, 


« Wiſdom and grace almighty, in eternal act, 5 


Meek 4 0 ercaſt, unnotic 0 and 3 | 
His Tilk ing beams with feeble luſtre ſhone, 


And ſcarce 0 'er Tribulation” waves upborne, 


Thro clouds and tempeſts ſhed A doubtful morn : 
But ſoon,—the ſtorm diſpers'd, —his bright ning ray 


Around diffuſes intellectual Day; 
Subdues the fierceneſs of the obdurate. heart, 
Reſtores its feelings, and improves each: part: 


With moral influence aiding nature's plan, 
Inſpires new charities from man to man; 
Hope's cheering ſolace wakes,—to bleſs the n 


And lights up Faith's bright proſpects in the ſoul. 


And now with ſov reign force his . henme 


Blaze through the world, and. reach its vaſt extremes. 
| Before him, bound, the pow'r of darkneſs flies, 


And, hurl'd inen faming down the ſkies, 
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r 
Like light ning Satan (e) falls, 205 long bad relgn'd 4 
Prince of the air, and lawleſs (way maintain'd 
O'er Pride and Folly's ſons,—now doom'd to ſhare 
The gloom of endleſs horror and deſpair, ae g 31 0 
Deep in thoſe ſhadowy realms where cheerful day, 7 
Or beam of heav'nly light neer finds its way. — 

There chain'd, his pow r no longer ſhall invade 

The world's repoſe, or Truth's fair aſpect ſhade; 

Blot out th' Eternal's Image from the mind, 315 
Nor ruin more, nor more diſturb „ * 

Save when allow'd by ruling Heav'n, at times, 5 
To try their virtues, or chaſtiſe their crimes, | 
If, yielding to temptation's luring call, = 
Or, ruſhing headlong into vice, they fall, I. 320 
And chooſing death, ſupernal Light reject, — . 
Their deeds to cover, and their [omg ran 


4 


The Fan (f) the Fire and Sword are gone abroad, 
Reſiſtleſs engines in the hand of God, | | 
To prove the ways of men,—to ſcrutinize : 1 5 325 
The hidden things, and pierce the frail diſguiſe = 
Of. loathſome Hypocrites,—their ways reclaim 


In contrite ſorrow, and repentant ſhame ; | 
e) Lake . 19, (f) Luke i. 17. 5 


Like | 
Or 


Or, till edu, 8 with 15. doom, 


as When Chriſt's unſuff r ring Kingdom yet ſhall come“. 


No more Nano lawleſs Fa ancy leads, 7 
| Nor Ignorance the cauſe of error pleads; Þ 
But cleareſt dodtrines moral truths define, 
And duty's bounds are mark d * by line on line.“ 
The way to Heav n by wretched mortals fought, 
And ah! by Sages more erron'ous taught: 

80 ſtrange, uncertain, difficult and ſteep, 

So ſtrait, ſo intricate, and oft ſo deep 

In Fancy's mazes wrapt, —cheir followers knew | 


No certainty to credit or purſue, --- 

Is now ſo amply and fo truly ſhewn, 

That where men err, the error is their own. 
Tis granted, oft, on either fide there bn 
Some myſrries puzzling to the curious eye: 
Theſe with our paſſage ſeldom iter r 

And neither ſhould, nor can be fathom'd here. 
The end is pointed out. the means t attain 
That glorious end, to  ſipleſt minds are plain: - 


fe) Palm en. 00 Mark ii. 3g, 
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l. A CONTEMPLATIVE VIEW, ve. 
. Free, and acquainted with their Maker's will, 
« Their happineſs and duty's to fulfil; — + _ 
| 66 Inſeparably built, in nature's plan, 

« On gratitude to God, and love to man, 
Each heightens each, and. —ceas d the ills of this, 
« In future life refine to perfect Bliſs. — 
„Where human frailty, led by guile aſtray, 1755 355 
« Shrinks from its taſk, or deviates from its way, . 2 
And Juſtice aims the vengeful bolt to throw, 
Mercy advances and averts the blow : © 
«© Th incens'd Creator of a race undone, 

+ Conciliates through the merits of his Son (i); | 360 a 
« Bids trembling man who'd be forgiv'n, forgive (J). 
« Hope with humility, repent and live(k), . 
+ Practice all virtue, but its worth diſown (1), 
« And plead, by Faith, his Saviour's for his own *.” 
Cor, iii. 18. Col. i. 20, 21, 22, 23. = 60 Matt. yi. 14. 5 (k) Ezek, xvili 32» 
Ts . | 
preſumed, that, in this and ſach other r heel of doQrina] opinions or articles 
as ſometimes occur in the courſe of this Poem, the ſame degree of diffuſeneſs or even perſpicuity | 
de required, as in proſe works profeſſedly written on that ſubject: at the ſame time, the Author 
ſhall be allowed to have avoided, in the above ſhort ſummary of the Chriſtian doctrines, the 
s extremes as well of Antinomianiſm on the one hand, as of P«/agiani/m on the other; and to have 
at middle courſe, which, without regarding the Tenets of any particular Sect, ſeems moſt agree - 


e general tenour of the Goſpel, and has this peculiar recommendation, that it is not only the 
| the wworff, but often the conſolation of the 3% of Men to have adopted it. 


D 5 | Well 


: Iſaiah, chap. viii. 6. and is here figuratively applied to thoſe ſeveral places i in, or, near nue, 
our Saviour was accuſtomed to n his divine Dottrines, | | | 
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wel. did each Paſtor Gince, who bears bis . 6s 
| Thoſe merits more, and lefs his own proclaim ; 
That ſimple faith with fimple heart profeſs, 
For virtue more contend, —opinion les; =; 
Cloſe in the bonds of ſacred peace unite, 
And aim at acting well by hinking right. - 3570 
Their wond' ring flacks would then no more complain . 
Of fruitleſs Creeds, and Doctrines preach'd in vain, 
Nor ſtart to find, beneath the olive-ſhade*, 
Fell hatred lurk, 'and baneful feuds inxade.— = 
Not ſo, that Shepherd who from Egypt led 3575 
The choſen (m) Seed, and in the deſart fed, EH I. 
And, ſince, on facred + Siloa's flow! ry, fide 
With living (n)water's purer ſtreams applied. 
He, with true paſtoral care their ills perceiv'd, 
Their cries attended, and their wants reliey' "a 9 
Beneath his eye, ſecur d from noon-tide heat, 5 
Or winter's midnight cold, they found retreat. 
| Nor dar d the hand of fraud or force annoy, 
Or prowlin 8 thief approach them, to deſtroy, 


© The Chriſtian diſpenſation, which 4 is here alluded to, Is emphatically Nen the Gofpel 7 Peart 
| [m) Pfalm Ixxvii. 20. : 
4 Siloa or * Shiloah was 2s nl river that flowed near the Temple at 3 It is mention 


(n) John vii. 38. : 


- - . 
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Each wand ver thi ift Res dietb Hrsthent ſtreyd 335 
He anxious fought, and' gladly back convey'd ; 5 

With care each night conducting to his fold, 

Carried the Young,” and gently led the Old (o). 


No yoke inipov'd be, but Himſelf he bore, | 

Nor line preſcrib'd but where he led before, 8 390 ; 
And conſtant een to death, his Life he gave 8 
His faithful flock tö reſcue” and to five; = 

Cruſh'd the grand Robber with is dying blow, 

And fell expiring on his'ruin'd foe.—' 

Thus, when o'er Lybia's burtin ing ſands purſu'd; 395 
The Lion-mother, to protect” h ef brodd, I 

Turns on the hunter, many a'bleeding wound 

Suſtains enrag'd, and deals deſtruction round; 
Nor yields in death, but falling draws along, 

Link'd in one fate, the life that ſought her young, 400 
Or as that * Bird, fo Eaſtern ſtories ſhew, ; 
"Whoſe genial pow'rs from diſſolution flow : 


(o) John xl. 11. | 
* The Phenix ; which, 8 to the fabulous ſlories of 1 in an "TRE of Arabia. 
ect, e is reported to live ſeveral hundred, or, as ſome ſay, a thouſand, years, at the end of which the con- 
RiruQs for herſelf, a ſort of funeral neſt, conſiſting of various fpicy materials, which being ſet on fire by 
he rays of the Sun, reduces her to aſhes, from whence ariſes the new Phcenix. Though this account 
ſhould have no foundation in Nature, yet, as the Idea has obtained almoſt univerſally, the Author was 
f opinion that it might ſerve, by way of fimile, as an illuſtration of the thought to which it is applied. 
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When ſeated on | ber ſelf- wrought funeral on Z 


Lit up by nature with ſpontaneous fire, 
She,—(now each ſeeming ſpark of Life ſubdu'd,) 
Forth from the aſhes ſprings again renew'd, 
So fell the Prince of Life, and as he fell, 


O'erwhelm'd with dire diſmay the Pow'rs of Hell : | 


His mortal foe in mortal combat foil d. 
Of all its vaunted ſpoil the grave deſpoil'd ; 
Ranſack'd that gloomy priſon of the Dead, 
And chain'd Captivity in triumph led. 

By fall vidtorious,—in his death he gain'd 


A deathleſs name, and nobler fruits obtain d. | 
Fruits chat no other conqueſt could afford : 


A God propitious, and a World reſtor d! 
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Invocation. Subject reſumed :—The material Sun not only a ſource of Lig ht, and enter- 
ftainment to the eye, but the moſt ative and powerful agent in Nature, and the principal 
cauſe of all the comforts and conveniencies of Life, —compared with the Sun or RicuTe- 
ousx Ess, tbe true fountain of evangelical Truth, and genuine Virtue,...._.the guide and 
motive to moral refitude, and ſovereign cauſe. of human bappineſs.——Charaferiſtic 
-  » marks of bis gracious operation Ide my/tic- Dove, harbiuger -of peace, and ſymbol of 
divine Grace deſcends over Jeruſalem, ——whence, being reſuſed admiſſion, ſbe departs to 

the Gentile World, er embaſſy gladly received, and followed by thoſe happy events 
which lay the foundation of the expefied Golden Age. Tbat celebrated by Virgil, infe- 
Flor to, and emblematical of this —Deſcription of its feln Manon inanimate 
nature and on the brute creation.—=[t1+xtent.——lts light and influence, like thoſe of 
he Sun, boundleſs and univerſal. —Tts peaceful conſequences. Security, togetber with 
an indiſcriminate and unreſerved communication of religious Truth renders the bumbleſt 
ranks of Life, proſperous and happy.——Under the juſt and equitable adminiſtration of 
Meſfiab's Kingdom, Merit is reſcued from the frowns of inſolent affluence; — Innocence 
and b oppreſſion and torong.— and patient Indjgence—from the wiſeries 
and calamities of ill. fortune. ITbe long exiled Virtues return to Earth, and fixing 
their abode with man, conſtitute a ſecond Paradiſe. _—_—_Further proſpect of Happineſs 

| in @ future State, with reflefFions on the infinite N and Lowe * Cat, and ihe 
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| Acam, once more, Oo heav'nly Mouſe deſcend, 

And on thy humbleſt Votarys Tafk attend: 

Who, though he boaſts nor Pope's nor Milton's ſtrain, 
Implores thy teaching, or he ſings in vain.— 

Nor wilt thou mourn Olympian haunts, nor dread 8 
Mankind's, no longer ſavage, walks to tread. =, SS £4) = 
Since God's own Son has deign'd with heay 'oly ray DE 
To cheer the paſſage, and illume the way, 

And, veil'd in mortal form,——-ſtupendous grace! ! 

T0 humanize and r the race. BE vs ro 
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Light ſtill I ſing.— nor ſimply light my theme, 
For not unfruitful glows the cheering beam: | 
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5 Wide as the Sun's 3 round, FR or rw TH 


His genial influence works. ---his fruits abbund, 5 4 

1 Convenience, comfort, pleaſure here below, 
And half exiſtence from his action flow. ; | 

Life on it hangs ; unfed by Phœbus fire 13 

. - The vital ſpark would languiſh and expire; 

l 5 | Creation droop, and wide o'er Earth's extent, 

1 One chill dark waſte, and uſeleſs blank preſent. — 

Wak'd by his milder ray, and burſting wide, 

See, Vegetation pour its copious tide; 5 20 


O'er all the plains a new-fluſh'd verdure ſpread, 

And deck with op'ning flow'rs each field and mead. 

Autumnal ſtores his mellowing beam beſtows : 7 

From him the Harveſt nods,---the vintage flows . 

All nature owns the ſov'reign j joy he gives 23 

Nor leſs his influence, than his light perceives. 

Thus the bleſt Sun of RiGHTEOUSNESS imparts, 

Light to men's minds, and feeling to their hearts; 

Inſtructs, improves, inſpires, corrects, reforms, 

With truth enlightens, and with virtue warme; ' 30 

Strikes ev'ry power, and paſſion of the ſoul, 

And crowns with perfect happineſs the whole. 

Th' admiring world confeſs his gracious force, 

Whilſt endleſs bleſſings mark his righteous courſe, 
5 Already 
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Already. ſee, commiſſion d from on high, 
Peace in her note, and pity in her eye, | 
The myſtic Dove appear, enſhrin'd in light, / 
Cleave the dark clouds, and urge her downward flight ; ; 
To Judah's favor'd realm her paſſage bend. 
And chief, o'er ſacred Solyma deſcend --- 
There hov'ring,—as when from the Ark ſent forth 
T'explore ſome veſtige of th emerging Earth, 
When Noah faw the mighty Flood ſubſide, 
And the World's wreck lay floating on the tide, 
She ſeeks admiſſion, —did thy Sons but heed 
The call O. Zion! and the Times decreed.— 


But ah! ſhe ſecks in vain;---Ambition's ſtrife, 


Falſe zeal, and all the noiſy cares of Life 
Drovyn the ſill voice,” nor once afford them room 


I enſure their peace, or ſhun their future doo m. 


Still loth to quit. tho' urg d, ſhe ling ring ſtays, 
And many a day with anxious eye ſurveys 
The wayward City, doom'd &er long to know 
Reſiſtleſs vengeance, and th' extreme of woe, 
When fire and ſword in hoſtile league ſhall meet, 
And ghaſtly Famine rave through ev'ry ſtreet; 
Deſtructive ſlaughter pour its crimſon tide, 
Aud deſolation ſtalk with boundleſs ſtride :— 
x : 
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Profan n'd its myſtries, and its altars burn d. 05 


| How oft ſne Sep © Harmthe e fate 1 1 
1 el l en in \ pity 8 hel . ec 


Till forc'd at length, O 'erpower'd with ſcorn and "ate, 


Wide o'er;the; Globe her Foſt ring pinions wn & 
And healing Influence on the Nations ſheds. 1 221 $97 (7 


And dwelt with man 1—;its mighty walls o 'erturn d. pr 
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Sapp'd from its baſe, with all its grandeur c crown a,” 
Shall wide with hideous ruin ſtrew the ground ous 5 
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And woos chem bo her ſhelr ring wings in'vain (Hh). 
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She leaves, —reluctant; leaves them to their bits,” 
And, now, behold! impatient of delay, © gift 9418 al | 
Swift to the Gentile World ſhe wings her' mY kits Hays 4 


4 
4 
wi 
— 
»Y 


Light marks her track: whererer her Wael TY rute | 


Improvement wakes, proſperity attends, Va en K Nan 15 
And gen ral good prevaiis. We Tee, agalh, ' 90 bu * due fx 
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A CONTEMPLATIVE VIEW, 1 . 


Sil 1's myſtic page he r e 
And cg ns for what he knew, 
Of Pollio's offspring baird th auſpicious Birth, 
And gave to Cæſar more than Ceſar's worth ! 3 


5 Charm d with the ſweets of Peace which long he wourn'd, 


And, now, enraptur'd, ſx again return'd,, © © * 5 
The bleſt Event he fondly choſe to rate 
Of earthly bliſs, and beay'nly Grace the date; 
Drew. the glad ſcenes as vig'rous Fancy wrought; 
And charm'd expecting Nations wich the thou; * 
He eterniz'd one Empire's peace ac a 96 
In fraud firſt founded, and by force. main bn 


„„ 7 


But mine a nobler theme 0 ſovr ee vel! , of 


And * reſtor'd to all the human Race? 2-34 x 105 f 
Arm'd but with truth and juſtice, be weng 85 

The meekeſt, ſimpleſt, humbleſt of mankind 0. ke 20 
Vanquiſh the mighty, reaſon pri bes 6201236 _ 3 066 
And Conſtantine adore whom. Pilate flew? | $287 0} 

We, now behold Many arti 9 509} LEOFS 
That ſeem'd romantic in he Pei s page, 2:6 „ 


* „ | Behold 


— 


l * A ”T o 2 E: on, © Boor 


Behold fair Health, with freſheſt roſes crown 4, g 
Smiling advance, and ſhed her bleflings round, 
| Whilſt all the wretched Family of Pain 5 
Far off, retiring, lead their fickly train: 1 ae 109 
Up- ſpringing from the couch where long they lay, | | 
To hopeleſs bondage and diſcaſe a prey, 
Th Infirm and Old with youthful vigour, burn, 
And bounding feel their wonted firength return. 
The wretch, by Nature, difallow'd to ſhare — | 119 
Whate'er s ſublime, harmonious, bright or fair, | 
In all her works ;—whom cheering found and light | 
Approach'd in vain, ſhut up in filent night, | 1 
Uncheer'd, tho Day her lovlieſt ſcenes allow d, | 
And folitary mĩdſt the ſocial erow de, — 1175 
Now to new Being wak'd— perceives around, 
The ſoul-reviving pow'rs of light and ſound 
Break on th'enraptur'd ſenſe The op ning eye 
The godlike face of Man, the azure ſky, fe 
| The various ſcenes of meadows, lakes and trees, 120 
Mountains and vales with joyous wonder ſees! VR 
The dull unheeding ear new-ftrung receives 
The fine ſenſations heavenly Muſic gives, 


— 


4 


* It ij ſcarcely neceſſary to obſerve that the caſe of a perſon blind and deaf is here ſuppoſed. 


„ CONTE MPLATIVE VIEW, b. 


5 Or ſocial TEAR prompts, and, faithful grown, 
| With other's happineſs augments its own. - 


Chang'd the whole man,—a pining wretch no 1 


Enjoys a thouſand ſweets unknown before. 5 


Touch d by the force of that CxlxSTIAL Rav 


Which through old Chaos realms firſt ſhed the day, 


And, ſince, with healing pow'r appear 'd, to raiſe | 


"The 


"Ep drooping N ations, —loudeſt i in his praiſe, +: 
The Dumb let looſe from ſilence. bonds proclaim | 


His godlike energy, and hail his name; 


While vanquiſh'd Demons howling flee away, 
| And Death diſarm d furrenders * his prey (ol 


| — bleſt effects e to 90 


The gracious Kingdom founded here below: 
The mountains leap for joy (a), the valleys ſing ON 


The caverns echo, and the foreſts ring; 
Loud acclamations ſound thro' ev'ry Ile, 
And the fierce natives of the deſart ſmile, 
Thro all a cordial harmony prevails : 1 
Nor fraud ſupplants, nor violence aſkils; 
But ev'ry creature mild affection ways, | 
And Nature looks as in her earlieſt days. 


4) l .. i rute W. h Palin e 119, 
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Earth 


A. N A T r E: ", 5 


Earth j joyous be bt Bog new fra ance ſhed, 
The faded Olive lifts, her droaping-bead; .. 5 ae n e 
Blooms, a calm emblem of the world's. 0 oſe; + 
And wide around her heliving, A et 309 . 
Lo! in the ſultry; wackleſs wü, Where Ma es h 
Fierce dragons, lay, and-brood r ding vultures gate; ter $a rec 


* 


> 


Where flaming fkigs a bel influenc nce thed,.,, ... PE. 
And leafleſs thorns their : dreazy bree, . 
Th' E hauſted Pilgrim, ſees, with lad Furpriſe, r 
Fair myrtles bloom, and waving ens Hee, Wow axte{h; 4 155 
Gay verdant landſcapes open all aund, ; es SU 9 
Wich ſhady groves, and flow'ry paſ res ere | 
And hears, to chear him on his obvious way, e 
Ne fountains ani; : nc d cool Zephyrs play. 1 
Nor dreads he, i in the wonted hour of "hh... 

Dire ſhrieks t appal, or monſters to ir feſt 1 3 | 
But tuneful birds his tranquil aumbers Steer, | a dads 
And harmleſs ſerpents lick his weary feet— | _ 3 
All ills remov'd, all harms and dangers. Beer. h 1 
Unhurt on ſcorpions tendet Infants nerd, * 9 N 4 2263 


Safe, in their hands the twining adder UE ede 
75 th 


And ſport uninjur'd with the o "LO 
| The ſavage wolf, now. innocent and abe, lernt em aer e tes 
In ee * afſociates with the umb: i ee ee 


— 5 
1 * teas © 2 
1 1 A 4” 


* Y . 55 3 : > Be 4 


1 


The | 


box fn 


preuliar tructute of modern Verte. He: 


1 Chap. xi. & xli. 


(f) Pſalm Ixxii, 10. 11. 


A contenLAtiecview, e 
The kid reelines m u With the Lebfär 1 EE. a; cad 


The furious tyger ſpa es the play cf. 1 n * fg. 1 
The bear and lion own domeſtic f\va) Yo. | 08 
Feed with the ox, and Wicht the fatling phys. 85 A 
Their brute antipathies, and flerceneſs cœaſe: od oat 
They act i in friendſhip, and lie dow in | peace; | 175 
Thro' all their: tribes'1 in various tongue C cones | w_ | vt: : 
Meſſiab's n aid his; po rexprots | If i ee Brook 1 
og agents HUB Bandy Ft WET 9 : 
All Climes 84 Doutitries ſhalt 5 Pepe own, , E : if 1 
All Kings and Kingdbims bend before mpg 41 e be 
From Afric's barb'rous. möres alle eglatice) pay, W 2. 5 tl : | 180 
And at his feet A rabia's treaſures: hay! e SIT 3 » ne : g iT i 
Far as the dun, wherebs his rb tie Alis 5 . 100 i. 45 X 
To-gild the Eaſt, or ght tlie d Nang Fas- 0 = | 3 
Kindling, at noon the bright zctherial plain Our * f a 5 . 
ene dee wat ee, 
: Faik 2d ths ek LMS | Wies . 1 5 


i i 


®* Iſaiah's prophetic + deſcription. of. 4 8 Meſſiah, or the happy Rate. of the world under 
e Chriſtian Diſpenſation, is, confeſſedly, ſo highly poetical, and ahounds. with Imagery, ut ones, lo. 
ely paſtoral, and ſo truly; ſublime, that the Author has ventured. to inſert it almoſt entire, with 15 
arce any other alteration. than the trelpoſſtion of certain pallages, and. the differente arifing from © 
bas alouvatied: himſelf of Tuch-other paſſages in the Sacred 
ſritings, particulaily. the Boak of Pſaln and the Revelacions; a5 he. thought. bet ſuĩted to his ſubjec 
d endeavoured to transfule-inte his work*ſome degree Wa 'of ente 1a 
is, however, he truſts, he is fully juſtified, by an example whoſe au 


> immortal Author of Paradiſe Loft, whoſe ſublime. 
nces w this kind, 


ty-will hardly be queſtioned, 
; prodeftioggubounds a zen Ee with in- 


„ 


Like 


Woo ad ot 
n * 
“ 


ANAT o L Er on, 


Like him pure — FAIR Sun appears; 
Lights ev'ry realm, and ev'ry nation cheers. 


No more the clam'rous trumpet ſounding far, 

Its brazen throat, ſhall rouſe Mankind to war: | 

Nor tyrants, madding with ambition 8 n. 5 190 

Extirpate nations to obtain a name, | i 

Diſcord and ſtrife their weapons ſhall lay a 

And univerfal Peace his reign ſhall crowa. 

That fire ® fiſt ſton from Heav n by impious bi 

And thence ordain'd to deſolate each land. 195 
| Henceforth its waſting fury ſhall lay by, 6 

And glitter harmleſs in its native ſky. _ 

The ſword and ſpear which thirſted, erſt, for blood, | 


And delug'd Kingdoms with a crimſon flood, | 285 
Laid by, from hoſtile ravages ſhall ceaſe, „ 1% 


And prove ſubſervient to the Arts of Peace (8): 
In ruſtic hand the fruitful glebe to turn. 
| bal on in * pong: the ee urn. 


1.0 The Author woold here infoate, 10 oppoition to the fubvlous fory of Prometheus, N 
fire of war (which from ita apparent reſemblance of electrie fre the acknowledged ſubſtance of Light 
ning—he has preſumed to repreſent as the fame thing. with it) that was impiouſly ſtolen from Heave 
and, to avenge the crime, converted into a eurſe: that it ſhall again, upon the compleat eſtabliſhment 
Meffiah's Kingdem, be withdrawn to Heaven, where i it will operate as a pleaſing of e and 
not 8s cu of terzor and deva. | 


(g) 11 f. . 
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| Safe i in their fields, and liſuing t to the ſtrains . 4 


- £ 
WT ** — 


| of Shepherds piping to their flocks, —the Swans : 4 5 5 
Shall ſee a genial {ky and grateſul foil = 


Luxdriant harveſts yield to crown their all; 
And dread, — ſecure in ſcenes of tranquil x LT 
No hoſtile force to ravage or deſtroy.— . 
Nor, uninſtructed, ſhall they fail to know ON RY 210 
The gracious ſource whence all their bleſſings flow. PE bY 7 
Tho Science fcorn their humble Lot to own, ; | e 
And on their minds proud Learning never ſhone; 20 ſi 
| Yet Grace which, loves the fi mple heart, ſhall guide Si 
Their ſteps to peace, and heav uly Truths deny'd. i 21 215 
The Wiſe or Mighty. —In their humble ſphere 5 97 | | 
Such knowledge ſhall abound, and light appear, : 
As many a righteous Prince, and Prophet old "I 


Far off, in vain, reque eſted to | behold. 


Once Wealth 1 no more - ſhall Worth command, 220 
Nor Weakneſs feel Oppreſſion” O iron-hand, ok 
Nor Innocence her helpleſs ſtate bemoan,— 

Securely ſcreen'd beneath Meſſi ah's throne. — | 
Soft as the melting drops of vernal ſhow IS, „ 
Or Summer's dews diſtil d on thirſting 1 225 


0) Jer. ani. 36. 1 | 1 
F. | | His 
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And heal the wounds that di fe mii 


Fair Eden bloſſom i in "the delart waſte; 


Ov WC Plalm bei. s ws *. vage e * 


A N AT OI E oz Door 11 


His kindly felt ring 1 ll deſcend 


The Meek to det and the P + betend: 


Their ſouls from force, or falſhoo's ſaares to 14 
une gave (i). 


1 . . Ka: Ss 230 | 
With all the milder Virtues in her trai 5 


The Earth reviſits, from her long ret; eat. 


With Man to fix ber everl: ſti ng ſeat ; 


Among the Nations hold ds aloft her ſcale, 
And bids 0 er wrong and falſhood RicurT prevail. | | 235 
; Mercy, fair child of Heav'n with Truth ſhall meet, . 


And Righteouſneſs and Peace each other greet 
In holy 4alutation { J —pleasd to find e 


hauch ſcenes of happineſs with Human- kind. 1 
| Good-will, and Grace, and Glory ſhall abound, 240 


And Paradiſe on earth again be found. | | 
Where man Is innocerice is placd,— . 


Angels with men their converſe \ yet Renew, | 
And almoſt * change conditions too! e 


II 


ox Ul. A CONTEMPLATIVE view, re, 


| Nor bounds all ure TH 2 of. this, 
Confin'd to objects of terreſtrial bliſs : 
Heav'n wide unlocks its in uſted, tos, 


And happineſs begi 5,—to end no More. — „ 
When yielding to th irreyocable fate 289 


All matter ſhall ſubmit to, ſoon or 3 


When ripe ſor mortal change, or m_ birth 


"i conflagration doom d, the preſent Ear! arth, 

| With all the planetary globes ſha 1 burn. 

And ruſhing from their ſpheres to. aſhes, turn; 7 
When, dim with. years the ſtars ſhall fade awa 


. 


And ſick ning Nature languiſh and decay: : 


When the bright ſun itſelf, diſrob'd of Light, 


| Shall ink extinguiſh'd in primgeval pigt. 
And hideous ruin and devouring fage 28869 


Envelop all this univerſal frame, 
Led by the rays of that sUupERIOR Sum 


(From whom deriving Light, at firſt, begun, ) 
Amid the wreck ſecure, — the Juſt ſhall riſe 


To ſhare new bliſs and glory in the ſkies: | | 15 ; 265 


Where tem'prate climes no more the aid require 

Of Cynthia s ſilver beams, or Phoœ bus fire, | 
Nor feel th* extremes alternate ſeaſon knows: e 
Of night that freezes, or of noon that glows. | 


F 2 


: F rom God's owh l. "Tight, one all-aiffive ray, 22970 
Unclouded ſplendor, and un-ending day 8 
The happy regions ſhall for ever bleſs--- 

Fill'd with the Father's Glories, in che Son expreſs 00. 

There crown'd with holy reſt, no more to know © 

The tears of ſorrow, or the ſighs of woe; els 275 | 
Or ought that ſprings from Sin's afflietive train: | WOE 
Diſeaſe or death, compunction, grief or pain, 

Of Heav'n's pure joys the Ranſom'd freely taſte 

Which charm uncloy'd, and undiminiſh'd laſt (I). 

Clogg'd with no mortal cumbrance now, and freed 280 
From local bondage—with cherubie ſpeed, | 
From world to world they wing their myſtic x way, 
And God's unbounded works at large ſurvey. * 
Or more at eaſe, as various taſte invites 

To various pleaſures, or to new delights, MR SN © x" 
Thro' fair ar, bliſsful ſcenes they rove— | 8 
Of chryſtal ſount, or cool umbrageous nate 
Where gentle Zephyrs ever on the eng 
Fan the chaſte boſom of eternal ſpring. 


There, oft reclin'd in amaranthine bow* 8, | 290 
They breathe rich fragrance of celeſtial flow'rs 


* 
wo i 
8 » {© * . * 


(k) Rev. xxi. 23. hs eee (1) Rev. xxi * ; 


un. 4 CONTEMPLATIVE VIEW, be. 7 
That _ the Tree of Life, unfading blow, | ET 
N And wide thro Heay* n ambioſial odours throw: | 

Or trace the ſtream (m) of Bliſs thro' fragrant meads, 

To where its amber tide diffuſive ſpreads b 295 

Vaſt as a Sea of Glaſs (n), or chryſtal zone, | | 

Bounding the footſtool of Th' ALMIGHTY'S THRONE, 


In pure extatic viſion there behold 


Half-yeil'd Th ETERNAL MAJESTY UNFOLD, 

And mid the Sanctities that round him glow, 300 

Supreme unutterable bliſs beſtow :— EY 

There, in bright throngs of wondering Angels trace 

The ſacred myſt'ries of redeeming Grace (o): 
To Halleluiahs bleſt their accents raiſe, 

Adore its author with immortal praiſe, - 2 4.57 305 

Hail him high-thron'd in uncreated Light, BE. n 
And draw eternal pleaſures from his fight! | 

O Goodneſs infinite! O happy Race, | 

To. ſhare the bleſſings of ſuch boundleſs Grace! | 

Thrice happy, if aright their ſtate they views" ++ 0 ro 

And mindful of the Cauſe *, confeſs it too. * 
ut 


92 


(m) Rev. xxii. 1, 2. Wo Rev. iv. . | (9) Rev. v. 11, 12, 13. 


— Though, in hs courſe of 1 Poem (che original deſig en of which was, to celebrate the Nativity of 


Th dur Lord, and ſuch other more obvious advantages as ſeemed to — immediately from it,) the Author 
8 has 


AR AT OIL E. or 


But ſhall an act ſo gracious only claim 
A cold confeſſion? is no latent flame, 
No ardor in the human mind to raiſe 
A grateful off ring of exalted praiſe? 
Shall Man, whilſt all the creatures round him join 
In filent anthems to the Pow'r divine: ; 
Whilſt even things inanimate unite, 
To hail yon genial Fount of heat and light 
Shall man alone, diſſenting from the reſt, 
Tho' chiefly favour'd and ſupremely bleſt, 
Behold that higher Source whoſe light o'erflows, 
And radiance on a thouſand Suns beſtows, 
For him long loſt in darkneſs and in woe, 
Put off his glory, and his bliſs forego, 
And many a tedious, many an anxious day, 
Thro' cheerleſs ſcenes, and ſorrowing regions *. 
And no emotion feel? but ſtill in vain; 
Unmoy'd behold, and filent. ſtill remain? 
Forbid it ſhame ! on ſuch a wond'rous theme 330 
The ſtones 50 exclaiming would his — condemn? 
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| has, for the moſt part, confined himſelf to the gracious atchievments of the SON, as being more fare 

able to his preſent purpoſe ; yet, he would not be under ſtood to preclude the agency f the other two 
Divine Perſons of the ever bleſſed Ts INI ry, to whole mutual e ag, ap the — and myſtcriovus Work 
of human Redempiiun is, doubtleſo, to be attributed. 


(ep) Luke xix. 40. 
Wel 


I 


Wel ad chat beav ly (a) Choir that, firſt on Earth, 
Announc 4 the joyful tidings of his Birth, : 
And peaceful Errand, uſe thoſe gracious ſtrains, 

Which, in their nightly watch, in Bethleh'm's plains, 
Th' aſtoniſh'd Shepherds heard, and, as they ſung, 


Nor ſhall the gracious theme unſung remain 
In theſe late ages,—tho' in humbler ſtrain : 
From An gels, men ſhall catch the ſacred Lays, 
And gratitude inſpire perpetual praiſe. 


For me, whereer by foy'reign Wiſdom plac'd, 
In peopl d City, or in deſart waſte,-— 
In Northern climes which hills of ice confine, 
Or where the ſun is hoteſt on the Line; 
Or borne to either of the Earth's extremes, 
To view his riſing, or his ſetting beams, 
If I forget his Maker,---if my tongue 
Be ſilent in his praiſe, -- my worthleſs ſong 
Refuſe a ſtrain of gracious love. —then may 
Mine eyes decline the gladſome ſcenes of day ; 
My cheerleſs Muſe no glowing viſions warm, 
And heav'nly numbers ceaſe mine ear to charm. 


(q) Luke ii. 13. 
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With loud Hoſannah's Heavins high concave fung 
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t Wiſdom then, can ſolve the wond' rous ſcheme ! 


„ 1 age equal ſo ſublime a theme? | i 1 p % 13 f 
I Ink 2 the weight my feeble ſtrain, at . 1 5 bs: 5 1 
| 3 vain, alike, would praiſe it or erplain.— 3 5 4 
5 wig 1 i mighty Plan, — the more 5 By 2 I 
= 4 1 ſee tranſcendent goodnefs, ---and mot 3 3 8 4 
: 3 GE : I frive to comprehend ; but as I ſtretch, .. Q | 
=Y A 24 25 . The ſubject heightens, and exceeds my reach 3 


{7 I unconfin'd degrees. Of ercome the Mind, 0 8 = . 


o : " : . i 
6 *. * 5 — » 


in <0 joy and 3 loſt = _ 
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